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The Young People's Course. — The course of Bible Study for organizations 
for Christian work is meeting with continued success. Over 1,700 students 
are now at work, some studying alone, and others in clubs ranging in mem- 
bership from two to forty. Expressions of pleasure in their work are con- 
tinually coming from these students. The following is but a fair specimen of 
the usual comments : 

" I am glad to say that an earnest interest is manifested in the Bible study. 
The younger members, especially, seem conscientious in following the direc- 
tions and suggestions for daily study, and in the use of their note-books. At 
our meetings we have followed the club programs you sent, with such addi- 
tions as suggested themselves. The papers on special topics have been pleas- 
ing, and were cheerfully prepared. 

For myself the study is so absorbing that I find the hours too short to 
follow out the lines of thought and research which constantly present them- 
selves for attention." 

The work seems to appeal to no one religious denomination, and to no one 
class of Christian people more than another. A club of thirty-three members 
in Utah comprises believers in the following creeds : Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Mormon, Christian, Congregational, Lutheran, Spiritualist. A few clubs 
have been formed in colleges among members of the Y. M. C. A. The 
two largest clubs, numbering between thirty and forty members, are in 
Champaign, 111., and Fernwood, 111. Worcester, Mass., has two large clubs, 
and Newburgh, N. Y., possesses the same distinction. An interesting club of 
about twenty-five members has been formed from the bright educated young 
people in a Bohemian church in Chicago. Many other clubs of unique inter- 
est might be mentioned if space allowed. 

Action was taken at the recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Illinois Christian Endeavor Union whereby the course is officially adopted by 
the Union, and every effort is being made to introduce it into the work of the 
Societies throughout the state. Although no official endeavor has been made 
to secure students abroad, a recent mail brings two names from China, and 
the information that the Christian Endeavor Union of New South Wales has 
officially indorsed the course and recommends its adoption by all societies. 

A club has been organized in the Epworth League of the Englewood 
M. E. Church, Chicago, of which Dr. Mandeville is pastor. This club has 
secured for itself the services of a teacher, Mr. C. W. Votaw, of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, who meets its members weekly and will carry them through 
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the course. The weekly meeting brings together between fifty and seventy- 
five members of the League. 

Sunday School Work. — As reported in the January issue of The Biblical 
World, a committee from the American Institute of Sacred Literature was 
invited to meet with the International Lesson Committee in Philadelphia, 
March 14, to consider the best methods of selection and treatment of Biblical 
material for use in the Sunday School. 

In response to this invitation the following letter was presented to the 
committee by Dr. F. K. Sanders, the Eastern representative of the Institute. 

To the International Lesson Committee, Chicago, March 10, 1894. 

Philadelphia, Pa.: 

Gentlemen, — We beg to express our appreciation of the honor con- 
ferred upon our organization by your invitation to send representatives to 
confer with you and your committee upon a subject of such vital interest to 
us all as that to be discussed, namely, a consideration of the best methods of 
selection and treatment of biblical material for use in the Sunday School. 

I regret to say that it is impossible for us to present officially a direct con- 
census of the opinions of the members of our Board of Directors, no meeting 
of the Directors having been held since the matter was presented to us. We 
believe, however, that the following statements represent not only the opinion 
of the members of our Board as a body, but those of our world-wide con- 
stituency as well. We have, therefore, no hesitation in presenting them for 
the consideration of your honored Committee, whose great and effective work 
in the past we heartily appreciate. 

We therefore advocate the planning of a system of lessons such that the 
pupil who pursues it will gain a comprehensive and connected knowledge of 
biblical history and teaching, it being held that homiletical teaching should 
be based upon a systematic study of biblical facts. We suggest three ways 
in which such a system might be brought about. 

1. The whole Biblical material might be divided into seven parts, to each 
part of which a year might be assigned in which the whole material of that 
period might be comprehensively and connectedly studied. 

2. The whole biblical material might be divided into three or four parts, 
and this material might be treated through one period of three or four years 
from one point of view ; for example, with emphasis upon the historical side, 
and through a second period of three or four years from a different point of 
view ; for example, with emphasis upon the teachings. This is not necessarily 
inconsistent with the plan of uniform lessons. 

3. The purpose could be partially accomplished by assigning, in addition 
to the regular course based upon the principles heretofore followed by the 
International Committee, a course of alternative, supplemental lessons, the 
specific aim of which should be to give the pupil such a comprehensive and 
connected knowledge as that referred to above. These lessons would be 
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intended especially for more advanced classes who had already pursued the 
regular course of lessons. The Scripture material for such a course of lessons 
must necessarily be selected with reference to a treatment according to this 
method. 

The determination of the general system, as well as the elaboration of 
the details, is a work of so much difficulty as to make it seem desirable that 
the International Committee should associate with itself an Advisory Com- 
mittee consisting of two sections, one of Old Testament specialists, and one 
of New Testament specialists, to assist in this particular part of the work. 

We therefore recommend the appointment of such a committee. 

May we express, in closing, our belief, 

1. That principles such as the above have become essential to the best 
results in Sunday school work. 

2. That the incorporation of these principles in the present International 
system would not necessitate a disorganizing process. 

3. That this work may most properly and most effectively be done by the 
committee which has so long guided the work of the Sunday School world. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William R. Harper, 
Principal of the Institute of Sacred Literature. 

The following is a reprint of the report of the conference by the Secretary 
of the International Committee : 

At a meeting of the International Sunday-school Lesson Committee held 
in Philadelphia, March 14 and 15, 1894, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, I. That the general lessons for 1896 and thereafter the follow- 
ing course shall be pursued: 1. A longer lesson than has been common 
shall be indicated, and its topic shall be so stated, when practicable, as to 
cover this entire lesson, and to show the historical connection and progress. 
2. A certain portion shall be marked as "selected verses," which may be 
printed in "Lesson Helps" when the publishers so desire, and may be the 
sole lesson for those who prefer short lessons. 3. Memory verses and golden 
texts shall be given as heretofore. 

Resolved, II. That a separate course of Primary Lessons shall be prepared, 
to begin with 1896. 

The request that Advisory Committees be appointed to confer with the 

Lesson Committee was considered, but was not thought to be practicable. 

The Lesson Committee, however, will gladly welcome any suggestion in 

regard to the selection of lessons which those interested in the work may send 

them. 

Warren Randolph, 

March 16, 1894. Secretary of the Committee. 



